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Current as at 20th October 2020 

Import Warehouses in Southern California 
are jammed, delaying the unloading of 
containers and repositioning of equipment 
back to China.  

Importers paying extra to secure equipment, vessel space 
Source: JOC.com 

 

The logistics problems in Asia and Southern California are pushing up the delivered cost of imports in 

the US. Customers who are desperate to obtain containers and secure space on vessels leaving Asian 

ports are willing to pay hefty surcharges on top of record-high spot rates for ocean voyage. Shippers 

are paying surcharges to guarantee receipt of equipment and to secure slots on vessels at the 

Chinese ports. Carriers are also charging additional fees to guarantee priority unloading at US ports 

and delivery to railroads and truckers. 

Import warehouses in Southern California are jammed, delaying the unloading of containers and repositioning 

of the equipment back to China. Photo credit: Shutterstock.com. 
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Carriers each have their own name for these guaranteed programs, and according to a spreadsheet 

provided by an NVO who asked not to be identified, the individual surcharges for these guarantees 

range from $300 to $1,950 per container, on top of record-high spot ocean rates from load ports in 

China to the US East and West coasts. 

Pricing from Asia to the US West Coast reached $3,758 per FEU on Friday, up 3.3 percent from last 

week and 140 percent from the same week a year ago, according to the Shanghai Containerized 

Freight Index (SCFI), which is published in the JOC Shipping and Logistics Pricing Hub. The Asia-US 

East Coast rate hit $4,538 per FEU, up 7.9 percent sequentially and 72.5 percent year over year. 

Carriers are in such desperate need of containers in China that some lines are refusing to accept 

bookings to India and other Asian locations, said Alan Baer, president of NVO TTS Wor

  

 

https://www.joc.com/maritime-news/container-lines/alianca/carrier-gri-could-push-asia-us-west-coast-feu-rates-above-record-high_20200821.html
https://www.joc.com/market-data

